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Making a Difference in the Lives of Orphan Children
China Program Description

" China is one of
* . the world's
* oldest

continuous

civilizations,
consisting of
provinces and cultures dating back
many centuries. It has the world's
longest continuously used written
language system, and is the source of
what are referred to as the Four
Great Inventions of Ancient China:
paper, the compass, gunpowder, and
printing. China is home to one fifth
of the world’s population and tens of
thousands of orphaned and
abandoned children.

China also provides one of the
most consistent, fast, and reliable
international adoption programs
available - the China Special Needs

Adoption Program. These are
children who desperately need to be
nurtured in a stable, loving home.
Yet parents who adopt these dear
children so often report that they (the
parents) and the siblings of the

special child are the ones who receive
the greatest blessing

The China Special Needs
program is very fast and affordable
and predictable. Ordinarily parents
will travel to bring home their new
baby in a year or less from the time
they began their adoption.
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The words "Special Needs" may be a bit scary or troubling to parents who are seeking to build their family through
adoption. But we encourage you to set aside any preconceived ideas about these children because each child's situation is
unique. Consider these different types or degrees of special needs: minor special needs, fixable special needs, manageable
special needs, and older children with NO medical special needs.

Minor special needs

There are some children waiting for homes who are young, basically healthy, and developmentally normal, but who have
a minor medical or cosmetic problem that will not limit the child or your family.

Fixable special needs

There are also many children available for adoption who are developmentally normal, but who have a medical or
orthopedic problem that is not minor, but is fixable with surgery . Often these are children who will have no special needs at
all after the initial surgery or procedure. The most common fixable medical need is a cleft lip or cleft lip and palate. Most of
these children will be healthy and normal in every way after their clefts are repaired, though they may need orthodontics and
speech therapy..

Manageable special needs

On the lists of waiting children we will frequently see a child with on orthopedic or medical special need that is not
minor, nor fixable, but is easily manageable and which will not significantly affect the child's or your family's quality of life.
An example would be a child who is smart and delightful, but who is missing a finger, or who has a deformed ear, or who is
deaf in one ear or blind in one eye. Some children have tested positive for Hepatitis B; others have diabetes or severe asthma
or other manageable conditions.

Older healthy children

Many perfectly healthy children have been placed on the special needs lists simply because they
are older (age 7-13.) If a couple is older than 55, often the CCAA will allow them to adopt one
or more older children.

More significant special needs.

Of course there are also children on the lists who have more profound medical needs or who
have developmental delays. Many very special families have chosen to adopt one or more of
these very special children and have found a great blessing in the experience.

There are several practical advantages to the Special Needs Adoption Program:
oIt is quick (usually less than nine months

* It 1s affordable.
* The Chinese officials are willing to consider allowing a couple to adopt who does not meet every requirement perfectly,

when they are willing to adopt a child with special needs.
Some of the requirements are:
» Adoptive parents must be older than 30 and younger than 55.
* Only married couples may adopt (no singles.)
* Neither parent may have an arrest record or any record of child abuse or neglect.
* Parents must be healthy with a normal life expectancy. Any use of psychotropic medications needs to be discussed.
* Ordinarily there can be no more than 4 children living in the home before the adoption, some exceptions are made.
* $10,000 income per family member, including the child to be adopted; $80,000 net worth is required for each family.
* Each parent must have at least a high school education.
* Neither parent can have a body mass index (BMI) above 40. For help with calculating your BMI, see: http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body mass index

For Special Needs adoptions the process goes like this:
* You apply to IFS and receive your confirmation of acceptance.
* We coach you through the process of preparing paperwork for the adoption, including:
v Passports
v USCIS form I-800A (immigration pre approval)
v Home Study
v Dossier (paperwork required by the Chinese government) NOTE: As part of your Processing Fee, IFS staff will do the
work of authenticating your dossier for you. You pay only the fees charged by the different government agencies and the
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Chinese consulate.
v Letter of Intent (paperwork required to accept a child referral)
v Travel and child’s immigration documents
* After your I-800A is approved and while you are preparing your dossier, we will match you with a child for adoption. Then
you have two months to complete your dossier.
Additional Facts

Within three to four months (sometimes less) of when your dossier is submitted, you will travel to China to finalize your
adoption and bring home your child. Travel Time is approximately 14 days.

Our bilingual staff’ will meet you at the airport, travel with you, and walk you through
each step to assure a safe and stress-free trip. Tours and sightseeing can be arranged prior to Hague Accredited
or during your trip to China.

China is a Hague Convention country. This means that after April 1, 2008, agencies
which conduct adoptions from China must be accredited by the U.S. Department of State (via
the Council on Accreditation).

IFS is a COA Hague Accredited Agency.

Under our accredited status, IFS can accept new applications as a primary, accredited CREDIBILITY  +  INTEGNITY +  ACHIEVEMENT

provider from families who want to adopt from China. An adoption from China will be

considered a Convention case if the family has not submitted an I-600a application to U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Services (CIS) prior to April 1, 2008. An I-171h approval of such an application must be kept current (by applying for
renewal) in order to maintain transitional status.

IFS's prospective adoptive parent(s) who lose their transitional status under the Hague Convention must convert their
adoption to a Convention case with IFS. Additionally, the home study provider (either IFS or another agency) will charge
extra for the rewriting of the home study report to qualify under the Convention regulations.

The information information in this program description is subject to change without notice.
IFS Application Fee: $400
IFS Agency Coordination Fee: $4550
China Program Fee: §5750
Fees subject to change without notice.

Additional Expenses:

e Orphanage Donation (paid directly by PAP to CCAA) - $5100

o Civil Affairs Fee (paid directly to Civil Affairs office by PAP) - $960

» Home Study - Only PAPs in states where IFS is licensed may adopt IFS China Special Needs Children (Texas, Arizona,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Arkansas). Check with your IFS representative for the most recent information regarding IFS China
adoptions in other states. IFS Home Study Fees vary per state ($1900 - $2300).

o All travel related expenses for you and your child. This includes international airfare, in-country airfare and ground

transportation, escort and translator services, visas for you and your child, motels, food, etc. Contact your IFS representative
for a complete list cost estimates.

o All document preparation expenses paid directly by PAP to government and state agencies (ie., fingerprints, passports and
passport pictures, fingerprints, USCIS Petition to Adopt, authentications, apostilles, notaries, etc.). Contact your IFS
representative for a complete list of cost estimates.

« Expatriate (clients living out of the U.S.): Additional $1,000

« Sight-seeing excursions - optional, paid directly to vendor(s).

Deposit for Post Adoption Reports: §500

A Note about Post-Adoption Report Refundable Deposits:

Refer to the IFS Adoption Services Agreement and Contract regarding your refundable Post-Adoption Report (PAR) deposits.

Deposits will be required at the time of signing of your Child Acceptance Agreement. Contact your IFS representative for

current refundable PAR deposit requirements.

All fees subject to change without notice.

The orphanages in China are filled with many wonderful adoptable children and each one s significant in the eyes of God. We encourage you to make

an eternal difference in a special chuld’s life through the miracle of adoption.
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